Westerberg, English 5-6 H
Questions for "The Black Cat"

Directions: Visit the following website and read Poe’s “The Black Cat.” http://www.poestories.com/text.php?file=blackcat  

After reading the story, respond to the following questions.  Type your answers on a separate sheet of paper.

1.
The antagonist of the story is a large black cat named Pluto.  Why did 


the narrator's wife feel perhaps Pluto was a witch?  
2.
Describe Pluto.  Look up the meaning of his name in the process and 


explain why Poe selected it.
3.
How did Pluto react to the narrator after he maimed him?  How did the 


narrator feel about this?
4.
What happened the night the narrator killed Pluto?  How did it affect 


the narrator financially?
5.
What image was burned on the one remaining wall of the house?  How did 


the narrator account for the image?
6.
In what way does the narrator’s new cat compare to Pluto?
7.
What ideas did the narrator reject concerning the disposal of his wife’s body?
8.
What led to the narrator's downfall?
9.
How does this story compare to "The Cask of Amontillado"?
10.
How do the thematic topics of perversity, retribution, and/or reincarnation apply to the story?

